LETTERS TO NIH DIRECTORS

On July 10, 2006, Senator Specter and Senator Harkin wrote to Dr. Zerhouni and 18 other NIH institute
directors asking that they answer questions in preparation for the upcoming stem cell debate. They asked that
the responses “be submitted directly to us without editing, revision, or comment by the Department of Health
and Human Services as required by the fiscal year 2006 appropriations bill. The questions and a summary of
their answers are listed below:

QUESTION 1. Do you believe that embryonic stem cell research holds promise for treating, curing and
improving our understanding of diseases? If so, please describe some of the most promising potential
applications of this research. Would access to additional and newer stem cell lines hasten progress
towards these basic and clinical applications?

Dr. Zerhouni (Director, NIH)
e “Yes, embryonic stem cell research holds great promise for treating, curing, and improving our
understanding of disease, as well as revealing important basic mechanisms involved in cell
differentiation and development.™

e “.. .from a purely scientific standpoint, it is clear that more cell lines would be helpful in ensuring
expeditious progress in this important field of science.”

Dr. Fauci (Director, Allergy Institute)

e “The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) believes that research on
embryonic stem cells could potentially increase scientific understanding of the biology of human
diseases and also lead to improvements in the treatment of many human diseases.”

s  “NIAID believes that embrvonic stem cell research could be advanced by the availability of
additional cell lines. Individual stem cell lines have unique properties. Thus, we may be limiting
our ability to achieve the full range of potential therapeutic applications of embryonic stem cells
by restricting research to the relatively small number of lines currently available.”

Dr. Battey (Director Deafness Institute)

e The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communications Disorders believes embryonic stem
cell research holds promise for increased understanding of an possible treatments for diseases and
conditions especially within the research mission areas of the Institute.”

* “The more cell lines available for study, the more likely a cell line will be maximally useful for a
given research, and potentially clinical, application....the scientific community would be best
served by having a greater number of human embryonic stem cell lines available for study.”

Dr. Nabel (Director, Heart, Lung and Blood Institute)

¢ “Embryonic stem cell research has vast potential for addressing critical health needs in a number of
areas relevant to the mission of the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute.”

e “ _.we recognize that the limitations of existing cell lines are hindering scientific progress among
a community that is verv eager to move forward in this promising area. We support the
creation and dissemination of newer stem cell lines in the expectation that it will advance this
field and hasten progress in basic and clinical research.”







